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Dr. Doug Newcom 

The responsibilities Doug holds as the Vice President of Genetics and Technology include overseeing 

STAGES™ genetic evaluation, DNA testing, and international breed promotion and marketing. Doug 

works with universities on the Genetic Advisory Committee to coordinate research development. After 

attending Western Kentucky University, Doug received his master’s and doctorate degrees in animal 

breeding and genetics from Iowa State University. He was an active member of the livestock judging 

team, Block & Bridle Club and the ISU Boxing Club. After receiving his PhD, Doug began working for 

Genetic Improvement Services of North Carolina, in 2004. In 2008, he moved to Iowa to work for 

Newsham Choice Genetics before returning to his home state of Indiana, in 2013, to begin his work for 

the NSR.Doug and his wife, Jennifer, have two daughters, Olivia and Maella. He spends his free time 

managing his daughter’s 2 sow showpig herd and junior sheep project, taking care of two dogs and cats 

and being overly supportive at junior high and high school sporting events. 

 

Jim Erickson  

Jim Erickson grew up in Illinois where he attended Black Hawk East and graduated from Southern Illinois 

University. For 7 years he exported livestock overseas and managed a purebred SPF herd in North 

Carolina. He also built a 4,000 sow outside operation in Georgia. For the last 20 years Jim has been in 

Indiana managing TDM’s wean to finish operations. He is on the Indiana Pork Board of Directors, 

Wabash County Soil and Water Conservation & a board member of SAH Livestock Farms in Salavan Laos. 

 

Tyler Fledderman  

My name is Tyler Fledderman and I am currently a swine production supervisor for Co-alliance 
who I have been with since 2017. I have been involved in the industry throughout my life from 
working on my grandfather's farrow to finish operation all the way to working for large scale 
integrators across the US. I have served on the Indiana Pork Board for the last year. I was 
privileged to serve as Indiana Pork's representative for the Pork Leadership Institute in 2020. I 
currently live in West Lafayette with my wife Heather and two children Konley and newborn 
son Brookston. 

 

Joe Baldwin  
In 2020 Baldwin joined the management team of Carthage System as the Director of Finishing for 
Professional Swine Management.  He is responsible for oversight of the nursery to market operations 
and development of maternal replacement gilts for clients across the Midwest.  The system manages 
locations from Ohio to Nebraska.  
Prior to Carthage Systems, Baldwin joined Maxwell Farms of Indiana in 2006 and continued in the 

operations Manager role until 2019.  He was responsible for all aspects of Maxwell Farm’s wean-to-finish 



operation in east central Indiana with 15,000 sows and contract finishing space to market over 800,000 

hogs annually. 

An Indiana native from Randolph County, Baldwin graduated from Purdue University School of Agriculture 

with a degree in animal science. Prior to joining Maxwell Farms, he held several positions with MBA 

Poultry in Tecumseh, Neb., including live operations manager and processing plant manager. He has also 

held positions with Moark LLC in shell egg production and he was a swine production manager for 

Premium Standard Farms. 

Baldwin is a past president of the Indiana Pork Board of Directors, he has served the National Pork 

Producers Council as an elected member of the Nominating Committee and locally serves as President of 

Randolph County 4-H. 

Baldwin and his wife, Stephanie, currently reside near Winchester, Ind. They have two boys, ages 11 and 

17.  Together they own and operate two wean to market swine finishers, two contract turkey finishers 

and a small sheep and cattle operation on their 115-acre farm. 

 

Micah Render  

Micah Render is originally from Brook, Indiana and attended Vincennes University. Since 2003, Micah 

has been employed by Belstra Milling where he has served many different roles. Currently, he is the 

Pembroke Oaks Farm Manager. Micah has been married for 13 years to his wife Danae and they have 

two children, Gracie and Dylan. Micah enjoys spending time with his family, camping and playing golf. 

 

David Hardin  

David Hardin is part owner and operator of Hardin Pork, a farrow to finish pork producer in Danville, IN. 

David also grows soybeans, corn, and wheat on his farm in Hendricks and Putnam counties. A full-time 

farmer since 1999, Hardin graduated with degrees in animal science and production from Purdue 

University, and he earned a master’s degree from DePaul University. He is a past board member of the 

Indiana Pork Producers Association and past president of the Indiana Pork Advocacy Coalition. 

 

Dan Sprague  
Dan Sprague was raised in West-central Illinois and completed his degree in Animal Science at the 
University of Missouri-Columbia. He recently joined Country View Family Farms as Director of Sow 
Production and brings over 35 years of experience in the swine industry. 

 
Dan’s primary focus is working with the sow production system in Indiana and North Carolina. Dan has 
allocated approximately 15% of his time working at the local, state, and federal level to inform and 
influence elected officials to promote policies that continue to create opportunities for the pork 
industry. Dan and his wife, Colleen, reside in Greenfield, IN. 
 
Alayne Johnson  
Our farm, Shady Grove Farms, is a 4th generation family business consisting of six family members 
including brothers, uncles, and cousins. We have been raising hogs in Northeastern Indiana since 1940 
and now run a 1000 sow, farrow-to-finish hog and integrated row crop operation.  



While it is my husband, Mark, that is active in the day to day duties at the farm, my role has developed 
into one of advocacy for both our family farm and also the agricultural industry. After several years of 
zoning battles with a rampant spread of misinformation in our county, our agricultural community has 
learned the importance of cultivating and maintaining relationships with our local government officials 
and our fellow community members. It is more important than ever to educate others about what we 
are doing on our farms today and why U.S. agriculture is so important to the world! I currently serve as 
Whitley County Farm Bureau president.  

My husband Mark and I have been married for 18 years and have three children, Zach, Olivia, and 
Isabelle. We hope that one day, if they so choose, they have the opportunity to continue our family’s 
legacy of animal husbandry and environmental stewardship. 

 

 

 

 
 

 


