
NPPC POSITION
NPPC urges Congress to provide $30 million for NAHLN, which represents the full authorized funding 
level for the network. Despite being authorized at $30 million, NAHLN has never been appropriated its 
full funding. The ever-growing demands on the network to respond to animal disease outbreaks, as well 
as human disease emergencies, cannot be met without full funding.

FAST FACTS 

ISSUES&INSIGHTS
Funding for National Animal Health Laboratory 
Network (NAHLN) is Critical

SITUATION
The National Animal Health Laboratory Network (NAHLN) is a 
59-member laboratory network that collaborates with the
National Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL) on disease
monitoring. When a large-scale animal-disease outbreak occurs, tracking its progress and performing
diagnostic tests on thousands of diagnostic samples is a big challenge. The laboratory capacity of the
NAHLN is critical to ensuring that the U.S. can rapidly and effectively respond to such an outbreak.

Additionally, the NAHLN laboratories are instrumental in responding to mass human disease outbreaks, 
such as the COVID-19 pandemic. Across the country, NAHLN facilities and personnel were instrumental in 
processing human COVID-19 tests when traditional human laboratory capacity was pushed to the breaking 
point. Some state veterinary diagnostic laboratories were, at one point or another, the largest processors of 
COVID-19 tests. 

Federal funding for NAHLN is necessary to expand surveillance and surge capacity to diagnose diseases 
and ramp up during emergency situations. Further increases are needed to bolster the number and level of 
participating state labs; to spur development of infrastructure for electronic transmission of data between 
sample collectors, labs and state and federal databases; and increase efficiency and effectiveness of lab 
personnel training and development both regionally and nationwide.
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NAHLN is an essential element of the U.S. animal disease monitoring and response infrastructure. 

Without a fully-funded NAHLN, U.S. pork producers and other livestock farmers are more vulnerable to 
foreign animal diseases outbreaks that could cost farmers and consumers billions of dollars per year.

NAHLN laboratory capacity and expertise was also critical to responding to the COVID-19 pandemic in 
humans. 
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